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Highness." They take principal parts In ceremonials on State occasions, but have no power of life or death on their own estates, and they do not have any work of government administration properly so called. The important work of estate management, however. Is dignified enough to give full scope to their organising talents. They control very large establishments of bailiffs and managers. The selection of tenants, the provision of suitable holdings for them, the grant of a fairly fixed title of occupancy In the land, and the determination of questions of rent, are subjects which, If properly attended to, are quite enough to occupy the whole of the time of the most leisured land-holder In existence. I know of a young and promising Maharaja land-holder, who Is occupied for weeks together with the work of seeing that the leases are properly renewed to his tenants. These gentlemen form the aristocracy of British India. Nominally without any legal power. In reality they wield a vast amount of social influence. They can make or mar the lives of thousands of people who live and work on their estates, and the agricultural prosperity of the whole country depends on whether they are enlightened or are pursuing a selfish policy.
There are many of these great landed proprietors in Bengal, but they seem to be concentrated in the part of the country known as Oudh. This has been called the "Land of Barons/' because the Taluqdars form a compact